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particularly in sandy or low-clay soils.
Humus contains carboxyl, phenolic, and
other functional groups that hold strong ~ The Big Picture
negative charges. These sites act like

“nutrient magnets,” capturing cations and  QOrganic matter does more than improve soil

preventing them from leaching beyond structure, water retention, and resilience, it
the root zone. fundamentally enhances nutrient storage
through higher CEC. For those working to
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and build long-term soil health, investing in
Organic matter’s negative charge organic matter is one of the highest-value
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soils with improving organic matter often
gain even more CEC as liming or
biological activity naturally moderates
pH.
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